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The US-China Trade War and Its Impact on US Unilateralism

Sayed Taher Erfani’

Abstract

One of the important global trends after Donald Trump's victory in 2016 was
the emergence and intensification of trade disputes between the United
States and its major trading partners. At the sme time, trade tensions between
the two leading global economic powers, the United States and China, have
been very prominent; as most of scholare refer to it as "trade war." The aim of
this article is to examine the impact of the trade war on US unilateralism. The
question of the article is what is the impact of US-China trade war on US
unilateralism? The hypothesis of the article is that the US-China trade war has
weakened US unilateralism and, in order to prevent the decline of US
hegemony, the United States seeks to create barriers and increase tariffs on
China in order to continue its hegemony. The findings of the researhc show
that the trade war between the United States and China is a manifestation of a
power transition in the international system. As an emerging power with
growing economic power, China is trying to increase its influence and position
in the international system through global initiatives. In response to China's
rise, the United States is trying to maintain its position as a world leader by
imposing trade barriers on China in order to maintain its position in the
international system. The United States believes that this strategy can delay
the fall of American hegemony. This research analyzes the trade war and its
impact on American unilateralism by using an analytical-descriptive method
and primary and secondary sources.

Keywords: Trade war, power, United States, China, hegemony, tariffs,
international system.
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The Domain of Legislation in Islamic Governance
Sayed Abdul Qaium Sajjadi’
Abstract

The existence of law as a means of creating order and justice is a fundamental
necessity. Law is one of the essential pillars of governance, and it has received
serious attention in the political system of Islam as well. In Islamic thought,
both existential and legislative sovereignty belong exclusively to God.
Considering the comprehensiveness of Islamic Sharia and the necessities of
life along with temporal requirements, the right of legislation has been granted
to human beings in a limited manner and under specific rules and conditions.
The Islamic ruler, in order to secure the objectives of Sharia and apply Islamic
rulings in specific cases, enjoys this right. From early times until today, the
scope and domain of human legislation within the Islamic political system has
been a subject of discussion among Muslim jurists. The key question is: What
is the extent and boundary of human lawmaking? (Main Question).

The author seeks, through a descriptive-analytical method and by referring
to the views and theories of Muslim jurists, to examine and discuss this
question. Considering the comprehensiveness of Islamic Sharia and its
capacity to respond to the evolving questions of human life, Islamic law
acknowledges the right of human legislation in determining the application of
Sharia’s general principles, secondary rulings, governmental decrees, and the
sphere of legal discretion, based on the principle of non-contradiction with
Sharia rulings and texts. This right is realized by specialists and religious
scholars familiar with Islamic sources, through the process of deriving specific
rulings from the four primary sources of Sharia.

The findings of the study indicate that, in light of the classification of
Islamic rulings, the human right of legislation can be explained in four areas:
identifying the applications of Sharia rules, issuing governmental decrees,
exercising discretion within the domain of permissible acts, and dealing with
issues pertaining to secondary titles.

Keywords: Legislation, Lawmaking in the Islamic Political System,
Principle of Initial Permissibility, Positive Law.
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Council on Foreign Relations and US Foreign Policy

A Cold War Case Study
Mohammad Qasim Erfani’
Abstract

Understanding the policymaking processes of the United States, as a global
superpower, is of critical importance. Think tanks are among the most
influential behind-the-scenes actors in this arena, having increasingly attracted
the attention of researchers and U.S. foreign policy experts. The Council on
Foreign Relations (CFR) is an old, powerful, and impactful think tank that has
been active for over a century. This paper addresses the following question:
What role has the Council on Foreign Relations played in shaping the foreign
policy doctrines of the United States? To answer this question, the study
analyses and evaluates two major U.S. Cold War strategies concerning their
interactions with the two major powers, the Soviet Union and China. The
research employs a library-based methodology for data collection. The
findings indicate that the Council on Foreign Relations has played a prominent
role in shaping U.S. foreign policy, particularly during the Cold War. Its
influence was exercised through several key mechanisms: forming study
groups, publishing the journal Foreign Affairs, generating policy-influencing
ideas, mobilising public opinion, educating future government officials,
recruiting retired personnel, organising deliberative meetings, and mediating
between different political factions, government officials, and the public.

Keywords: Foreign Policy, Council on Foreign Relations, US, China,
USSR, Containment, Normalisation.
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Evaluation Indicators of Cultural Identity Policy in Afghanistan

Mohammad Reza Rahimi'
Abstract

Cultural identity is a vital foundation for social cohesion and sustainable
development in multi-ethnic societies such as Afghanistan. To achieve this,
policies need to be carefully designed and systematically evaluated. This study
explores the key question: “What are the main indicators for evaluating
cultural identity policies in multi-ethnic societies, and how can they be
effectively applied?” The research assumes that coherent indicators tailored to
cultural diversity can support the preservation of cultural identity and help
reduce social tensions.

The study aims to identify and analyze evaluation indicators for cultural
identity policies across three stages: policy design, implementation, and
assessment. Using a descriptive-analytical approach and reliable sources, it
highlights indicators such as alignment with religious and ethnic values,
stakeholder participation, contextual relevance, provision of supportive
infrastructure, and multi-level smart monitoring.

The findings suggest that these indicators strengthen the compatibility of
policies with cultural diversity, safeguard both tangible and intangible
heritage, and reduce the risk of conflict. However, challenges such as
insecurity, weak infrastructure, and poor institutional coordination undermine
effective policy implementation. The study recommends the use of digital
technologies and stronger local engagement to improve monitoring and
evaluation, thereby ensuring the sustainability of cultural identity in
Afghanistan.

Keywords: Cultural identity, cultural policy, evaluation, indigenous
indicators, social cohesion, Afghanistan.
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The India-Pakistan Conflict; Divergent Perceptions and Conflicting
Interests in Afghanistan

Sayed Abdul Qaium Sajjadi ' Mohammad Reza Sirat 2
Abstract

Given the significance of India and Pakistan in Afghanistan’s foreign policy,

the escalation of tensions and conflict between the two states generates
adverse implications for Afghanistan. A thorough understanding of these
implications is essential for formulating an effective and coherent national
strategy in the domain of foreign policy, which constitutes the central concern
of this study (Objective). Without doubt, considering the political and
economic roles of both India and Pakistan in Afghanistan, as well as the
strategic importance of both countries for Kabul, an intensification of
hostilities between them would produce profound repercussions for
Afghanistan. The principal question addressed herein is the political and
security consequences of the India-Pakistan conflict for Afghanistan
(Research Question).

The authors endeavor to examine the ramifications of this conflict for
Afghanistan’s national security within the framework of constructivist theory.
They argue that the escalation of hostilities between India and Pakistan
constitutes a serious threat to Afghanistan’s national security (Hypothesis). To

substantiate this hypothesis, the article first explores the nature and underlying
causes of the historical dispute between the two countries, and subsequently
analyzes the conflicting national interests and foreign policy objectives of both
actors in relation to Afghanistan. The study concludes by emphasizing that a
balanced orientation in diplomatic relations, the pursuit of a shared
understanding of regional threats, and the consolidation of equidistant

relations with both countries should form the cornerstone of Afghanistan’s
foreign policy strategy in addressing this conflict.

Keywords: Constructivism, Afghanistan and India, India-Pakistan
conflict, balance of power, national security.
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The Role of the International System Structure in the U.S.—
China Trade War

Ramazan Ali Fasahat!
Abstract:

The U.S.—China trade war is one of the major issues in the field of
international political economy. During Trump’s first and second terms, the
United States sought to prevent its trade deficit and, at the same time, to curb
China’s economic growth which, according to mercantilist theory, could be
translated into enhanced military and political power. To this end,
Washington imposed heavy tariffs on Chinese imports.

The U.S.—China trade war can be analyzed at the individual, national, and
systemic levels. However, this study, focusing on the systemic level, examines
the role of institutional/structural power in the U.S. trade war against China.
The central question is: which category of factors—individual, national, or
systemic—has had the greatest impact on the U.S.-China trade war?
According to the author, systemic factors have played a particularly
significant role.

The findings indicate that the United States, by virtue of its major security,
production, financial, and knowledge structures on the one hand, and its use
of the United Nations and its subsidiary institutions such as the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization on the
other, holds an upper hand in the trade war against China. In response, China
has pursued a multidimensional strategy—most notably the “dual circulation”
policy—as a structural countermeasure to this trade war. This research has
been conducted using library resources and analyzed
descriptively/explanatorily within the framework of mercantilist theory.

Keywords: Political Economy, Trade War, Protectionist Policy, Soft
Power, Smart Power, Dual Circulation.
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