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Balkh Kalami School of Thought; promoter of extremism
or pragmatic pluralism?

Mohammad Nabi Rahimzada'
Abstract

Islamic societies have recently been entangled in extremist views and actions.
As aresult, a significant portion of the public and even Muslim and Non-Muslim
scholars have come to consider extremist thinking and actions as an indisputable
part of Islamic view, and they also introduce and criticize Islam as a school of
extremism. But the truth is that Islam is at odds with extremist thinking as at-
tested by the holy Quran in which Islam is introduced as “the religion of peace”
and the prophet of Islam (PUH) never turned to violence. Also, in the first few
centuries after the emergence of Islam, we had important scholars who, follow-
ing the practice of the prophet (PUH), strongly opposed extremist thinking and
actions. Balkh was the center of this peaceful thinking. Balkh scholars, led by
Imam Abu Hanifa, promoted “pluralism” in practice, and thus served Islamic
countries immensely. Kalami principles of Imam A’zam’s thinking in his works
showcase his belief in tolerance in Muslim thinking and actions and rejection of
extremism in both thinking and action toward each other.

1-Head of Office of Cultural Affairs and lecturer at Katama —al- Nabiyeen University
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The breeding ground of Takfir!
Author: Shaikh Hosain Ahmad —al- Khashn
Translator: Alireza Akhlaqi?

Abstract

The author considers undefined “Takfir” one of the most dangerous challenges
in Islamic societies. He believes that this phenomenon did not just come out of
nowhere, but there are different religious, psychological, social, economic, and
political factors behind it.

From among all the factors, the author considers the intellectual and cultural
agents to be the main factors behind Takfir, and he tries to investigate them in
this book. In the author’s opinion, the most important factors leading to the
emergence of Takfir include: 1) lack of rationalism, 2) religious extremism, 3)
suspicious view of others, 4) lack of intellectual capacity.

Keywords: Takfir, intellectual factors, lack of creativity, extremism, suspicion,
lack of intellectual capacity.

) This is a translation of the second chapter of “Al-Aql al-Islami Bayn Sayat —al- Takfir wa Sabat
—al- Takfir” by Shaikh Hosain Ahmad —al- Khashn
Y Faculty member at Khatam —al- Nabiyeen University



Terrorism and its fundamental causes®
Author: Jamal Raji Nesar
Translator: Sayed Tahir Erfani*

The present book which is titled “globalization and terrorism” tries to investi-
gate the dangers of globalization and terrorism. The author tries to prove that
as terrorism is dangerous for the world, globalization can also be dangerous for

poor third world countries. The present excerpt is from the second chapter of the
book.

3 This is a translation of the second chapter of “globalization and terrorism (immigration, dreams
and nightmares)” by Jamal Raji Nesar

4-Faculty member at Khtam —al- Nabiyeen University, Ghazni Branch
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Takfiri mindset and the factors leading to it
Mohammad Hosain Sadeqi

Abstract

The present article, after reviewing the background of Salafi appearance-fo-
cused mindset, tries to investigate the characteristics of Salafi mindset and
the factors leading to it. To the author, relying on Naql (Hadith and Quran)
, following what has been related and the reliance of understanding on Nagl
characterize Salafi mindset, and ignorance, shallowness of the mind, incom-
prehensive understanding of religion, reliance on suspicion, and an imbalance
between mind and heart are important factors in the emergence of this type of
thinking. Based on this, the author recommends avoiding retaliation, scientific,
fair and compassionate study of Takfir, lending an ear to other opinions and an
overhaul of educational methods as strategies for moderation and dealing with

.the extremist thinking emerging from Takfiri mindset



A theoretical introduction to the factors behind the emer-
gence and spread of extremism in Islamic countries
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Although extremist movements and acts of violence and terrorism go as far
back as the start of humans’ life on earth with different forms, the current trend
toward violence which started from the last decade of the twentieth century
(1990) is quite different from before. Today, acts of terrorism take victims in
many countries of the world with new means and in large scale, and unfortu-
nately, the perpetrators have safe havens in some Islamic countries. Westerners
accuse Muslims of violence, and they use terms such as extremism, fundamen-
talism, terrorism, Islamic radicalism, and political Islam interchangeably. It
seems that some of these terms have been coined by western strategists. They
have not stopped at false coinages and have actually established movements

with extremist and violent tendencies in Islamic countries.

The present study tries to answer the following questions: what is the relation-
ship between the above concepts? Why have some Muslims turned to violence
and extremism? And more importantly, what are the factors behind the in-
creasing spread of acts of violence by terrorist and violent groups? So, at first
we need to come up with a definition of the related concepts, find their points
of distinction, and then look for the reasons for the emergence and spread of

extremism.

Keywords: fundamentalism, terrorism, Islamism, political Islam, extremism,

violence.
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Islamic discourse and international convergence
Dr. Abdul Qayum Sajjadi'
Abstract

This article investigates the position of Islamic discourse and international con-

vergence with a focus on Islamic countries.

This article elucidates different and sometimes contradicting interpretations of
political Islamic discourse and ultimately discourse of moderation. Four contra-
dicting interpretations of Islamic discourse, namely discourses of islamophobia,
fundamentalism, secularism, and moderation form the major points of discus-
sion in this article. Out of these, four incomplete discourses are criticized and
finally there will be an argument for the discourse of moderation. The discourse
of Islamophobia is discussed from the viewpoint of western orientalists with a
political overtone. Discourses of secularism and fundamentalism are present-
ed as incomplete and unjustifiable interpretations of Islamic discourse. Finally,
there will be an argument for the discourse of moderation as a strong Islamic
discourse capable of solving problems in Islamic societies and paving the way

for their convergence.

Keywords: Islamic discourse, political Islam, Islamophobia, fundamentalism,

secularism and moderation.
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