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2 Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

3 Economic Cooperation Organiztion (ECO)

4 Developing 8 / D-8

5 Association of Southeast Asian Naation

6 Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
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L Islamic development bank (IDB)

2 Islamic Common Market

3 Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (COMCEC)

41CDT

SEFS

6 Islamic Corporation for the Insurance of Investment & Export Credit (ICIEC)

" Economic Development

8GNP
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2 Human Development Index
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Abstract

An Introduction to the Meta-Theoretical Foundations of
Islamic Theorizing in the Field of International Relations

Sayeed Abdul Qaium Sajjadi”

Abstract

Today, there are serious questions regarding the role of religion—especially
Islam—in international affairs. The discussion surrounding the presence of
religion and Islamic thought in political and international matters is an old
one; however, it has never received as much serious attention as it does in the
current era. The Islamic Revolution of Iran and its impacts on the international
system, the events of September 11, the spread of the discourse of resistance
in the Islamic world, and the growing influential role of Islamic thought in
international relations have highlighted the significance of Islamic discourse
in international relations more than ever before.

The claim of Islam’ s presence in international affairs has now brought forth
a serious question: Is an Islamic theory of international relations possible or
inherently impossible? The Western nature of existing international relations
theories and their neglect of religion—especially Islamic discourse—have made
it more necessary than ever to revisit existing theories and strive toward
developing an Islamic framework for international relations. While some
scholars advocate for the formulation and establishment of an Islamic theory
of international relations, others cast doubt on the very possibility of such an
endeavor.

The central question of this article is: What are the meta-theoretical
foundations of an Islamic theory of international relations? In response, this
study uses an exploratory method to explain the meta-theoretical foundations
of Islamic international relations theory through three main principles:
ontological, epistemological, and methodological. According to the author,
the principle of initial permissibility (ibahah) in ontology, the
comprehensiveness of Islamic Sharia in epistemology, and the principle of
ijtihad and derivation of specific rulings from general Islamic principles in
methodology, constitute the most important meta-theoretical foundations for
Islamic theorizing. These can play a constructive and effective role in the
development of Islamic international relations theory.

Keywords: Ontology, Epistemology, Methodology, Principle of Ibahah,
Comprehensiveness of Sharia, Ijtihad
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Economic Diplomacy and the Prospect of Convergence
in the Islamic World

Seyed Mohammad Assef Kazemi™

Abstract

The issue of unity and convergence is one of the essential goals of
Islamic Sharia and a key concern for Islamic reformers. Nevertheless,
the Islamic world continues to face a crisis of division and disunity.
Therefore, the future of Islamic convergence requires overcoming the
current situation in order to envision and realize a desirable and unified
future. The aim of the present research is to explore the following
question: What role does economic diplomacy play in the prospect of
convergence in the Islamic world?

The author's hypothesis is based on the assumption that focusing on
economic relations and diplomacy among Islamic countries can serve
as a starting point for convergence within the Islamic world. The
findings of the study—based on the conceptual foresight model of
Oregon—indicate that the expansion of economic relations and
diplomacy can make convergence in the Islamic world achievable. This
IS because economic cooperation is a fundamental prerequisite for
convergence, and the Islamic world possesses valuable economic
potentials and capacities, including energy, mineral resources, labor
force, and a strategic geopolitical position in trade.

Therefore, by expanding economic relations, the level of solidarity and
convergence among Muslims and Islamic countries will increase,
ultimately leading to the realization of convergence in the Islamic
world.

Keywords: Foresight, convergence, economic diplomacy, energy,
labor force, Islamic Development Bank.

“ Ph.D in Contemporary History of the Islamic World and professor at the institute for the study
of Islamic history and Civilization.

Volume 1, Issue 4, Winter 2025



Abstract

\F)

The Confrontation of the U.S., Russia, and China in the
Geopolitical Network of Central Asia

Seyed Taher Erfani”

Abstract

With the world’s growing economic dependence on energy resources,
the increasing significance of energy-rich regions, the re-emergence of
Russia as a key player in the global energy market, and the rise of China
as a highly influential power in international affairs and the geopolitical
network of Central Asia, competition and confrontation among major
powers in this strategically important region have intensified.
Longstanding struggles among global powers to control the oil and
natural gas resources of Central Asia have given rise to a “new great
game” between these major actors.

Russia, as a dominant player in Central Asia, and China, as a rising
power and neighbor of this geopolitical network, are both seeking an
active role in the region. Meanwhile, the United States, as an extra-
regional power with key energy interests in the area, also seeks closer
ties with the region. The key question this article explores is: Who are
the main players in the power struggle over Central Asia's resources,
and who is likely to prevail?

Our hypothesis is that, due to the geopolitical importance of Central
Asia for the major global powers, the primary competition and
confrontation in the region is among the United States, Russia, and
China. The findings of this research suggest that, due to China's steadily
growing power, it is poised to become the dominant actor in the region's
future.

Keywords: Central Asia, energy, new great game, Russia, the United
States, China, geopolitical network.

* Faculty Member, Department of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Science,
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Explaining the Preconceptions of Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali
and Their Impact on the Relationship Between Ethics and Politics

Mohammad Aref Fasihi Dawlatshahi”

Abstract

The present study seeks to explain the relationship between ethics and
politics in the preconceptions and interests of Imam Muhammad al-
Ghazali within the framework of an interpretive and hermeneutic
approach. This explanation is carried out through a descriptive-
analytical method, using documentary data collection, and al-Ghazali’s
works have been examined as texts corresponding to reality. Thus, this
paper aims to answer the fundamental question: What role have Imam
Muhammad al-Ghazali’s preconceptions—such as his ontology and
anthropology—played in shaping the relationship between ethics and
politics in his thought?

The research argues that in al-Ghazali’s political jurisprudence, ethics
and politics—under the influence of his interests and preconceptions—
are correlated and coherently interlinked. However, since al-Ghazali’s
political discourse was influenced by Ash'arite teachings, ethics and
politics are guided within two different domains. In this article, the
relationship between ethics and politics in al-Ghazali’s thought is
examined through Gadamer’s model, which emphasizes the interests
and pre-understandings of the thinker in interpreting ideas. Based on
this model, al-Ghazali’s reflections on the nature of the relationship
between ethics and politics are traced back to his preconceptions and
the requirements of his time. To fulfill the research objective, the
discussions are presented in three sections: The first part introduces
hermeneutics as the theoretical framework of the study; the second part
explains Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali’s preconceptions and interests;
and finally, the concluding propositions derived from the discussions
are presented. Given al-Ghazali’s preconceptions, the concluding
proposition is that he theorized an ethical theory of politics while
considering the theory of political ethics as baseless and indefensible.

Keywords: Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali, preconceptions, ontology,
anthropology, ethics, politics.
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Comparison of U.S. Security Strategies in Iraq and Afghanistan
(1991-2021): Objectives, Methods, and Outcomes

Azizullah Basir”

Abstract

This study provides a comparative analysis of the United States’
security strategies in Iraq and Afghanistan from 1991 to 2021. It focuses
on examining the objectives, methods, and outcomes of U.S.
interventions in these two countries. The U.S. intervention in Irag was
primarily aimed at regime change, establishing democracy, and
countering Iranian influence. In contrast, the main focus in Afghanistan
was on combating terrorism and preventing the country from becoming
a safe haven for terrorist groups.

The U.S. security strategies in Iraq and Afghanistan differ significantly.
In Iraq, a combination of hard and soft power was employed, whereas
in Afghanistan, hard power played a more dominant role. The findings
of this research indicate that despite initial military successes, the U.S.
failed to achieve its long-term strategic goals in either country. Political
and security instability, the emergence of extremist groups such as ISIS,
and the increased influence of regional players like Iran and Russia
were among the consequences of these strategies.

This study highlights that the U.S. security approaches largely failed
due to their neglect of social, cultural, and political factors. Ultimately,
the research suggests that future policymakers should adopt a balanced
mix of hard and soft power in security interventions and place greater
emphasis on the local conditions of the target country.

Keywords: Security strategy, United States of America, Iraq,
Afghanistan, state-building, counterterrorism, military intervention.
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Islamic Discourse and Peaceful Coexistence
in International Relations

Sayed Liyagat Ali Mousawi”

Abstract

One of the fundamental issues that plays a key role in the realm of
international interactions is the principle of coexistence and living
based on tolerance. This principle influences the formation of
intellectual systems and human relationships. Given the importance of
peaceful coexistence and its pivotal role in human interactions, the
question arises: Can peaceful living, based on Islamic thought and
worldview, be accepted as a rule and strategy in non-Islamic societies
with different intellectual foundations and socio-cultural patterns?

This article, through an analytical study and qualitative method,
examines the hypothesis—drawing upon religious principles—that
peaceful coexistence holds a foundational place in Islamic thought. Its
extension into human and international relations, particularly with non-
Muslim communities, with a view toward fostering international
cooperation and harmony and laying the groundwork for global unity
and order, contributes to the advancement of goals and the attainment
of both national and Islamic interests.

Keywords: Peaceful coexistence, Islamic thought, international
consensus-building, alliance formation.
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